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A Message From The Minister
The story of Easter is shocking because the story of the cross is shocking, 
there is no getting away from it. The picture of the cross may have lost 
some of its shock value in the 21st century but if we do stop to consider it 
we might still be shocked by its story.

Of course it is shocking because it was a tortuous way to die, designed to 
illicit the maximum amount of pain and public humiliation; crucifixion would 
be a visual deterrent for any would be lawbreaker.

It is the matter of lawbreaking that is the second shocking point. When 
Jesus was brought before Pilate we read in Luke 23:4 that ʻhe could find no 
fault in himʼ. This is shocking on at least two counts, if you or I were brought 
before any court of law no doubt some fault could be found in us, especially 
when they dug deep. Pilate could not put his finger on anything. Jesus was 
not a law breaker, Jesus was not a sinner, this is shocking. Yet they 
crucified him anyway.

And this is the third shocking point because Jesus let himself be treated in 
this way, when he is asked to defend himself he says nothing. I remember 
when I first realised that Jesusʼ death wasnʼt an accident, wasnʼt a mistake; 
that he gave his life up willingly, freely, that he could have escaped this 
torture, this death. 

This is my fourth and final point that I find shocking. God sent his son to live 
a perfect life, showing perfect love and let him suffer and die willingly and 
why? Maybe John 3:16 is the most shocking statement of all: 

ʻFor God so love the world that he gave his only son so that whoever 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal lifeʼ.

This is the shocking message of Easter it is that God loves us more than we 
can imagine, regardless of what we have done and who we are and he 
demonstrates that love in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

I hope and pray that you will be shocked again by this timeless story this 
Easter time.

Yours, in Christ## # Mark Gilborson



Dates For April
Birthdays - have a great birthday!!
1st  Dan H  
4th  Julia H
5th  Pat L   
6th  Margretta B
11th  Nigel T
16th  Alison H
20th  Nessy H
22nd Chantel W
25th  Gary L
30th  Sarah T

Flowers 
4th  Easter
11th  Dee Toomer  
21st   Ada
28th  John Turner

Coffee
4th# # TBA
11th## Melanie & Ellen
18th## Helen & Vanessa
25th## Susan
# #
Thursday Dates in April

8th        7.30 p.m.# Church Prayer meeting in the lounge. 
15th#     1.00 p.m.# Soup & Chat followed by Bible Study (at 2.00 p.m.)
# # # # # led by Rev Mark Gilborson (Mark Ch 14 v43 - end)

Home Group Dates for April

21st## 8.00 p.m.#  Melanie & Davidʼs - 14 Grainger Close

If you need any further information please contact Sharon Gilborson.



New Testament Words Preaching Series for Lent/Easter
This preaching series continues into April. Youʼll find details of the series 
below – letʼs enjoy it and make the most of it.
Tony Wragg (On behalf of Worship Team)

Hereʼs the detail of the programme running through to April 11th 2010.

                            # # Morning                         #Evening
April 1st           # # #        ## # # # Sacrifice                                                                              
(Maundy Thursday)                                               # (Tony Wragg)

April 4th                # # All –age                          #Gospel
(Easter Day)                  # Resurrection                 # (Mark Davies)
     # # # # # (Mark Gilborson)

April 11th            # # Justification                    # Prayer & Praise
                          # # (Joan Wragg)

General Church Meeting - Tuesday 20th April 2010 at 7.00pm
This year we shall be having a speaker, Ruth Bealing, telling us more about 
the El Shaddai Indian charity we already support - do come along to hear 
this.  That presentation will be followed by the usual Bring & Share Supper, 
and no doubt plenty of conversations as we enjoy eating.  Then we consider 
the reports of all that's happened in the last year, and elect the Church 
Stewards and Representatives to Church Council for the next year.  I plan to 
put up a copy of the annual reports on the Hall notice board on the 4th April 
2010 for all to read.  All Church Council members will get a copy and if you 
want one - just ask me.   There is so much good that has happened in the 
past year to give thanks for - everyone is welcome - so do come along on 
20 April!
Margretta Bowstead - Secretary

Beanbags, Cushions and Lego!
Youth club is after any  Lego or Mecano-type building toys you may no 
longer need. (Duplo is really too young for our age groups). We've found 
this to be a really useful device for calming down some of our more 
boisterous boys - and girls -  who really engage with open ended but 
constructive activities.
We're also hoping  to have a chill out corner which would be much nicer 
and more comfortable with some beanbags or big cushions, which we're 



happy to re-upholster. Again, check your garages/attics!
 
And finally, we're still on the look-out for female volunteers who can be on 
our "subs bench". Just have a word with Ruth or Anna.
Ruth Lovell

Water for Life Ð a fund raising event for El Shaddai.
This social event will be on Friday 30th April 
2010 at 7pm and will include a buffet type meal 
enabling people to enjoy a variety of Indian 
foods, to be prepared by culinary experts from 
our own church.
 
Members of the congregation will remember 
their generous giving, at our first fund raising 
event in November 2009 for El Shaddai, the 
Indian Christian charity which provides food, 
shelter, education and security for the street 
children of Goa India.  During a well supported 
coffee morning, over £500 was raised for the 
charity.

 
After careful thought, it was decided that 
this money should be used towards the 
purchase of a water bore costing £1000, to 
be installed by El Shaddai to supply fresh 
water to one or more isolated rural 
communities in Karnatica. Lack of a regular 
supply of water to support human life, 
agriculture or animal husbandry is one of 
the main reasons leading to the seasonal 
migration of country people to Goa, placing 

a heavy strain on the limited resource of the charity.. The provision of water 
bore holes supports communities where they live.
 
For more information, please speak to Paul Smith, Ruth Lovell (Social 
Secretary), or Bill and Monica.



Penny Pot Proceeds and The Bible Society
The latest opening and counting of the contents of the 
penny pot gave us a total of £47.53.  With great 
excitement I took the cash to one of these new-fangled 
counting machines at the bank where you just tip the 
coins in and the machine counts it all for you – have you 
tried them?  And it prints out all the numbers

# # 873 1ps       365 2ps        56 5ps   etc  etc  

Itʼs so much quicker than doing it by hand. The only problem was that about 
60 pence worth was rejected (for no good reason) so that was added in. We 
made the total up to £50 and a cheque has gone off from the church to 
support the work of the Bible Society in providing bibles in parts of the world 
where the church is growing and opportunities are opening up. Thanks for 
your support – keep the coins flowing in – especially the big ones.
Tony Wragg

John Wesley Ð Founder of Methodism
With the approach on 24th May of the anniversary of 
John Wesley's Aldersgate experience, it may be timely to 
remind ourselves brießy of Wesley's life.  This short 
article continues the new occasional series from the 
Exeter Methodist Circuit aimed at informing local church 
members about current Circuit business and initiatives.

John Wesley was born in 1703 in Epworth, Lincolnshire, the 15th child of 
Samuel and Susanna Wesley.  Samuel had been raised in a Dissenting 
academy, but became a high church Anglican and was Rector of the parish 
at Epworth.  Samuel had a turbulent relationship with his flock and when in 
1709 the rectory was destroyed by fire, there was speculation that 
disgruntled parishioners might have been responsible.  John was caught in 
the house but was rescued from an upstairs window.  This gave rise to a 
belief in his family that he had been spared for some special purpose, and 
later John used to refer to himself as “a brand plucked from the burning”.

After school at Charterhouse and university at Christ Church, Oxford, 
Wesley was ordained in 1728 as a priest within the Church of England.  
Previously elected a fellow at Lincoln College,  from 1729 he participated in 
a religious study group (The Holy Club) in Oxford organised by his brother 



Charles, its members being dubbed the "Methodists" for their emphasis on 
methodical study and devotion. Its numbers grew, and it began to undertake 
social and charitable activities.

Encouraged by his years at Oxford and keen to 
put the principles of The Holy Club to work 
elsewhere, Wesley in 1735 accepted the 
invitation, with Charles, of James Oglethorpe to 
become a minister in the recently founded 
colony of Georgia.  His two years there were for 
him a disappointing experience (including a 
failed love affair) but during it he came into 
contact with Moravian missionaries.  On his 
return to England he turned again to the 
Moravians and it was at one of their meetings, at Aldersgate Street, London 
on 24 May 1738 where he heard a reading of Martin Luther's preface to the 
Epistle to the Romans and penned the now famous lines "I felt my heart 
strangely warmed", revolutionising the character and method of his ministry.

After his Aldersgate conversion, Wesley became involved in evangelistic 
work.  For over 50 years Wesley travelled all over Britain on horseback, 
averaging 5000 miles annually and often preaching three times a day, 
frequently in the open air.  He is said to have preached 40,000 sermons and 
to have traveled 250,000 miles in his life.  A relatively small man (he was 5 
feet 6 inches in height), Wesley always had to perch on a chair or platform 
when he preached.  A contemporary described him as "the last word … in 
neatness and dress" and "his eye was 'the brightest and most piercing that 
can be conceived."'

From the beginning Wesley viewed his movement as one within the Church 
of England and not in opposition to it.  As he gained converts around 
England, however, these men and women grouped themselves together in 
societies that Wesley envisioned as playing the same role in Anglicanism as 
the monastic orders do in the Roman Catholic Church.  Yet the continual 
opposition of the Anglican bishops, coupled with their refusal to ordain 
Methodist clergy, forced Wesley to move closer to actual separation toward 
the end of his life.  In 1784 John began ordaining ministers himself when the 
Bishop of London refused to do so and declared his independence from the 
Church of England, executing the deed of declaration by which the 
Methodist societies became legally constituted; it was in essence the 
charter of the Wesleyan Methodists.  He reluctantly ordained two men to 



serve as "superintendents" for Methodists in North America and extended 
the practice to providing clergymen for England but very sparingly. Wesley 
always maintained that he personally adhered to the Church of England.

Methodism had a significant impact on English society.  It brought religion to 
masses of people who, through the shifts of population brought about by the 
industrial revolution, were not being reached by the Anglican Church.  In 
addition, it had a beneficial effect on many within both the Church of 
England and dissenting congregations.  By emphasising morality, self-
discipline, and thrift to the deprived classes, Wesley has been credited by 
some historians as being a major force in keeping England free of revolution 
and widespread social unrest during his day.

Wesley, always extraordinarily healthy, remained active to the end, 
preaching his final sermon at an open-air meeting just four months before 
his death on 2 March 1791.  He lies buried in the churchyard of the chapel 
he had built next to his house in London's City Road.

Material for this article has been drawn from the websites for the Methodist 
Church, Answers.com, Britannica Concise Encyclopedia, Columbia 
Encyclopedia and Wikipedia.

Prayer Focus for April

Then the angel spoke to the woman, "Don't be afraid!" he said. "I know 
you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.   He isn't here!   He has 
been raised from the dead, just as He said would happen." 
(Matthew 28:5-6)

Week beginning Sunday 4th - Easter Day
Please pray that many people will open their hearts to Jesus as they reflect 
on what they have seen and heard at the 'Walk of Witness' on Good Friday.
Give thanks to God for our church's witness over many years to Christian 
faith and works in this community.

# # # Jesus Christ is risen today.  Allelulia!
# # # # He is risen indeed.  Allelulia!

Week beginning Sunday 11th
Please pray for our Pastoral Visitors, that they will be sensitive to the needs 



of those they are in contact with, and the love of Jesus will flow through 
them.  Pray also for those attending the 'Freedom in Christ' course starting 
this Tuesday as they reflect on the challenges of their faith.

Week beginning Sunday 18th
Please pray for all the different aspects of our church life, represented by 
the people attending the General Church Meeting on Tuesday.
Thank God for the faithful service of those standing down from church 
responsibilities and for those taking up new ones.

Week beginning Sunday 25th
Please pray that the Holy Spirit will pour out His love and power into our 
prayer lives as we seek to follow Jesus' teaching that we should always 
pray and never give up. (Luke 18:1)

Phone Prayer Link
Should you, or those you know,   wish to be supported in prayer, the first 
contact is Beryl Violet (01392) 270132.   Your request will be passed to 
members of the Prayer Link who will pray for your need.

After Church Prayer Support
This is available in the Quiet Room on Sunday mornings.   Two members of 
the Prayer Team will be available to pray with you.
Should you wish to join our Prayer Phone Link or After Church Prayer 
Support, please contact any member of the Prayer Team.   Further details 
are displayed in the Quiet Room.                                      

The Prayer Team

Some More !Mistakes" Mentioned in Church Bulletins
(not in this one (I hope!!))
They're Back Again! Those wonderful Church Bulletins!   These sentences (with 
all the bloopers) actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced in 
church services:

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is
Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice .

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of
several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.



Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be
recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.

Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased
person you want remembered.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment
and gracious hostility.

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow.
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They

may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon.

This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across
from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.

Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies
are invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the B. S. Is done.

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would
lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please 
use the back door.

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the
Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend

this tragedy.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church..
Please use large double door at the side entrance.

The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan 
last Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours.'

Thanks to Monika for these.

                             



Dates For Your Diary
April 2010
Thurs 1st# #   7.30 p.m.## Maundy Thursday Service.  New Testament Theme 
# # # # # # ʻSacrificeʼ led by Tony Wragg
Fri 2nd# # # 10.00 a.m.## Good Friday Service at Exeter Cathedral followed by
# # # # # # Walk of Witness and dramas in the city centre.  Walk
! ! ! ! ! ! with our cross departs Wonford MC at 8.45 a.m.
# # #   5.00 p.m.## Service at Silverton led by Tony Wragg.  Bring your 
# # # # # # own tea at 4.00pm.  Walk from Killerton departs at 
# # # # # # 2.30pm (to be confirmed).
Sat 3rd# # # 10.00 a.m.## Easter flowers for decorating the Church.
Sun 4th# # #   6.10 a.m.## Easter Day walk to Ludwell Hill for dawn 
# # # # # # communion followed by breakfast at Church.#  
# # # 10.00 a.m.## Easter Day All Age Communion
# # # # # # Rev Mark Gilborson. 
# # # # # # New Testament Theme ʻResurrectionʼ.#   
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Rev Mark Davies
# # # # # # New Testament Theme ʻGospelʼ.
Thurs 8th# #   7.30 p.m.## Monthly Prayer Meeting in the lounge.
#Sun 11th# # 10.00 a.m.## Joan Wragg - New Testament Theme ʻJustificationʼ.
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Prayer & Praise - Pat Lowans
Tues 13th# #   7.30 p.m.## ʻFreedom in Christʼ course starts at Wonford MC **
Wed 14th# # 10.30 a.m.## Ministerial Synod at South Molton
#Thurs 15th# #   2.00 p.m.## Monthly Bible Study **  
# # # # # # (Soup & Chat from 1.00 p.m.)
Sat 17th# # 10.00 a.m.## Vocations Day at Goodrington MC, Torbay.
Sun 18th# # 10.00 a.m.## Karenza Sleeman
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Communion & Healing Service
# # # # # # Rev Mark Gilborson
Tues 20th# #   7.00 p.m.## General Church Meeting.  
# # # # # # Bring & Share Supper **# #   
Wed 21st# #   7.30 p.m.## ʻFreedom in Christʼ course starts at Crediton MC *
Sat 24th # # 10.00 a.m.## Representative Synod in West Somerset

The Mint Methodist Church Re-Opening Celebration Weekend **
Sun 25th# # 10.00 a.m.## Rev Mark Gilborson
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Circuit Celebration Service at The Mint MC
# # # # # # Led by Rev Dr Leslie Griffiths
Tues 27th# #   7.30 p.m.## ʻFreedom in Christʼ course at Wonford MC **
Fri 30th## #   7.00 p.m.## El Shaddai Social/Fund Raising Event at 
# # # # # # Wonford MC **
# #   #   # #

**For more information see a separate item in this newsletter, or 
look on the notice board for a poster.



Weekly Activities

Sunday
10.00 a.m. Morning Service and Young Church

(1st Sunday in each month is All-Age Worship)
6.30 p.m. Evening Service

(2nd Sunday in each month is Prayer & Praise)

Monday
2.45 p.m. Monday House Fellowship (68 Hoker Road)

(See Beryl Violet for details)
5.45 p.m. and 7.00 p.m.   Girlsʼ Brigade *A*

Tuesday
10.00 a.m.  Menʼs Coffee and Games Morning
9.15 a.m.   Weekly Prayers in the Quiet Room

8.00 p.m.  Home Group
(See inside for more details)

Wednesday
7.00 p.m.   Junior Youth Club (7 - 11 Year Old)  *A*
8.15 p.m.   Senior Youth Club (11+ Year Old)  *A*

Thursday
7.30 p.m.

(1st Thursday in each month is a Prayer Meeting, the 
3rd is a Bible Study at 2.00 p.m. (Soup & Chat from 1.00 p.m.)) - see inside for 

details as this does change.

Friday
9.30 a.m.   Friday Toddlers Group  *A*

2.00 p.m.   Friday Fellowship - see Sheila Bricknell for details

To be sure these take place see Dates to Note or the Notice Board
( *A* = No meeting during school holiday)

The deadline for items for the May 2010 Newsletter will be Sunday 11th 
April 2010.  There is no guarantee of inclusion, but they may be given to: 

Andrew Jackson - 19 Hills Orchard, Martock, Somerset. TA12 6DF.  
Tel: 01935 826072 or e-mailed to andrew.m.jackson@me.com 

mailto:andrew.m.jackson@me.com
mailto:andrew.m.jackson@me.com

