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A Message From The Minister

Dear Friends
“THE NEW NORMAL”

This term describes when there is a big change in society from that which is
expected or normal. So, a NEW NORMAL replaces what has traditionally
been the practice.

For example, after the pandemic, for some people, the practice of ‘working
from home’ for part of the week (or hybrid working) became more common.
For some employers and employees, a hew normal has been established.
This has happened not by forward planning but by responding to a change
in society and technology.

Of course, for many employers and employees, there is no choice to be
made concerning a different way of working. The shopkeeper, teacher or
nurse cannot work remotely! Face to face contact is essential for these
workers.

We may think that the way a Minister and congregation worship and work
together to witness and serve the community cannot contemplate a different
way of working. It has to be face to face. However, the introduction of online
worship for the housebound challenges traditional views that worship must
always be face to face and in a church building. Technology has made
possible a new normal for some people.

Additionally, at Wonford Methodist Church for the past twelve months we
have had to learn what it means to ‘be church’ without our own regular
Ministerial leadership. The present reality is that there are fewer and fewer
Methodist Ministers available for stationing. This means that ministerial
cover is going to be spread more thinly than we have come to expect. We
look forward to the arrival of our new minister, Msappe, imminently, of
course. However, with more ground for her and other staff to cover | expect
we have entered a New Normal where local congregational leadership is
more important than ever.

May God help us to discern His way forward.

Rev Terry Spencer



Dates For July 2026

Coffee & Tea

5th Ann & John Do Stay for

12th Rose & Paul Tea 5 CO ee \_ 4

19th Melanie & Sue G
26th Margaret D & Terry L

Bible Study Group

Our fortnightly Friday Bible Study Group meets in our Lounge at 3pm to
4.30pm. We extend a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us as
we explore the Bible together and share fellowship. In July we meet on the
3rd and 17th. We will be starting a new series on ‘Grace’.

On Friday 17th July we will host a Bring and Share afternoon tea in the
lounge at Wonford Methodist Church. All are welcome to join us. Please
bring a small contribution, thank you!

Please speak to Monika Noronha or Terry Spencer if you want further
details.

Monika

The Away Group
This group meets on a Monday evening every fortnight at 7.30 pm in the
lounge. Dates and venues will be given out each Sunday in the notices.

Monthly Prayer Meeting
This will take place in July between 9 and 10am on Tuesday 21st June
2026.

Roundabout Café 02040,
On Tuesday 21st July, weather permitting, we will hold our
usual summer morning in the garden of Melanie & Dave.




Wonford Welcome Drop-In for Everyone
Saturdays 10.30am to 12.00pm.

In July we will be having the following activities for you to join, if you would
like to, alongside a free cuppa & biscuits:

4th July- it’s THE BIG QUIZ! This month’s theme is ‘Fish & Chips at the
beach', for teams of up to 5 people and a prize for the winners.

11th July - we will have table top games & activities for you to enjoy this
morning.

18th July - we are having a Coffee morning & Cake Sale to raise funds for
ELF (Exeter Leukaemia Fund) and Hospiscare. Please come along to
support these two fantastic charities and any donations of cakes, scones or
homemade biscuits will be gratefully received!

25th July - we will be having another Summer Games morning so please
join in the fun by knocking over tin cans & throwing bean bags etc.

Wonford Welcome is open to all; everyone, whatever their age, background
or beliefs, will receive a warm welcome! If you are able to spread the word,
put up a poster or share it on social media please do. And if you haven’t
been along yet please do come and join us one Saturday.

Alison, Helen, Liz, Mandy, Monika, Paul H, Paul & Rose, and Sue K

Exciting Opportunity to Help with Friday Parent & Toddler Group
An exciting opportunity has arisen. A chance to showcase God's love and
care for our community by helping at our church's Friday Parent and Toddler
Group.
We hold busy, fun and creative sessions for children up to school age and
their parent/carer. The parents/carers appreciate the warm welcome and the
chance to make friends with others and share their worries and concerns.
Your help could be on a regular weekly basis or on our bank of volunteers.
If you are interested in finding out more, please speak to Alison, Lisa, Jenny
or Nessy.

parent and Toddler Group

Thanks Alison




FAREWELL SERVICE
FOR
SIDWELL STREET

Come join us on 30th August 2026 at 18.00 to
say farewell to Sidwell Street Methodist
Church.

SIDWELL STREET METHODIST CHURCH, 60 SIDWELL STREET,

EXETER, EX4 6HP




OVERFLOW WITH HOPE

In 1954, Dr Billy Graham came to preach the Gospel in London’s Harringay
Arena. Night after night, 12,000 people crammed into that arena; often
thousands were outside unable to get a ticket! The final service was at
Wembley, with 100,000 present. Two million people overall attended.
Prime Minister Winston Churchill had attended one packed meeting, and
invited Dr Graham to visit him.

When Graham arrived, Churchill pointed to 3 daily newspapers open on his
desk, filled with lots of murders and death, commenting “l see no hope for
the world! | am a man without hope.” He then asked the evangelist why
he thought so many thousands had packed Harringay night after night.
Billy’s response was: “It's God’s doing! | was simply preaching a Gospel,
not of despair, but HOPE! God is the only hope for men and women! Our
God loves us, and He simply wants us to love Him.  That’s where our
hope lies! Why? Because Christ has conquered death, and our hope lies
in placing our lives in the hands of this Living Christ!” Billy Graham finally
prayed with the Prime Minister.

In May, | watched on TV 15,000 inmates in the world’s largest prison,
CECOT in El Salvador. Richard Madeley witnessed these prisoners jammed
into huge cells ‘like battery chickens’, with the lights on 24’7! Without
question, the crime rate in El Salvador has remarkably reduced, but
Madeley was clearly shocked that ALL these prisoners had accepted that
their life from now on would be a living death, “They are dead men walking”
There is NO HOPE whatever for any of these 15,000!

By contrast, brothers Jordan and Cian Adams recently completed 33
marathons in 33 days to bring the illness of dementia to the forefront of our
Government’s attention. An amazing achievement, especially as both boys
have been diagnosed to have the same illness as their mother Geraldine,
who died at 52. Their hope of a cure has been wonderfully supported.

As | write, I've just received a letter from Leprosy Mission, saying “Thank
you for the hope you and many others have given by your donations”, while
another letter from Emmaus states that 4,793 people in UK slept rough on a
single night in autumn 2025, an increase of 56%, BUT “we see the potential
in every person, and support them to rebuild their lives. Your support gives
us REAL HOPE for the future.”

The World Health Organisation has estimated that over 10,000 children in
Gaza sustained life-changing injuries in the recent war, but they have been
denied access to the medical support they need. Again, another very steep
hill to climb, but we must encourage the W.H.O. not to give up HOPE and
challenge heartless Israel!

Faith in Christ is where our hope begins, and what Jesus began to do in our



lives, He will not leave unfinished. That’s where our hope lies. Whatever
adversity assails us, our hope in Christ is unconquerable! St Paul rallies us
in Romans ch15 v 13: “As you trust in God, may you OVERFLOW WITH
HOPE, by the power of the Holy Spirit!”

Postscript. Christian hope is focused towards the future everlasting life
that Christ promises, but never a future which by-passes the present world
and its enormous problems. “Come to me, all who are weak and heavy

7

Rev Malcolm Carter

Prayer Focus for July 2026

Week Commencing Sunday 5th July

| will sing of the Lord’s great love forever;
with my mouth | will make your faithfulness known
through all generations.
Psalm 89:1

We thank God for all the young people in our church as we celebrate the
Young Church anniversary! Help them all to grow in faith and in love for you.
Bless all the leaders and helpers of Young Church.

Week Commencing Sunday 12th July
Who is like you, Lord God Almighty?
You, Lord, are mighty, and your faithfulness surrounds you.
Psalm 89:8

We pray for our Saturday Wonford Welcome. We thank you that it is truly a
welcoming space for all. Bless all those who help to make it happen.




Week Commencing Sunday 19th July

| will declare that your love stands firm forever,
that you have established
your faithfulness in heaven itself.
Psalm 89:2

We thank God for all the years of witness of Wonford Methodist Church in
this community! As we celebrate our church anniversary may we be thankful
for all past blessings, joyful for all that God is doing amongst us at the
moment and hungry to know and share more of Jesus in the future!

Week Commencing Sunday 26th July

For who in the skies above can compare with the Lord?
Who is like the Lord among the heavenly beings?
Psalm 89.:6

We pray for all those heading off on summer breaks and holidays. May they
be refreshed and renewed in body and spirit. And whether we are at work or
at play this summer, may we all be blessed with the opportunity to find rest
and refreshment out in the warmer weather.

May The Lord Shine
His Goodness Upon
You This July!

Fr—

WELCOME JULY if-
May your heart and ' |

mind to open enough to (/|
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receive the Blessings of / ‘m’,ﬁ
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New Month! Vi€

Delight yourself in the LORD, and He will give

you the desires of your heart. - Psalm 37:4 |




What Some Of Our Members Get Up To Outside of Church!!!
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Competition Bar Football at Otter Nurseries
3 7

&

Exploring New
Frontiers



Methodist Conference 2026

The Methodist Conference will meet in Telford for the Presbyteral Session
from 25 to 26 June and for the Representative Session from 27 June to 1
July.

The agenda this year includes marking the first five years of the Church’s
Strategy for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity, updates on progress made
towards becoming a Net Zero Church and on work around Reparative
Justice as well as on ecumenical work, and reports on liturgical style and
language, Artificial Intelligence and predominantly online church.

The Election and Induction of the President and Vice-President of the
Conference

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference will be
elected and inducted during the afternoon of Saturday 27 June. The
incoming President , the Revd Mark Slaney, will be handed the Presidential
Cross and John Wesley’s Bible and the Vice-President Designate, Mrs
Caroline Stead, will be presented with the Vice-Presidential Cross and a
first-edition copy of John and Charles Wesley’s Hymns and Sacred Songs.

Ordinations

This year, 13 presbyters and two deacons will be received into Full
Connexion during the Conference’s Sunday worship, with ordinations taking
place later in the day at Shrewsbury Abbey, All Saints in Wellington and St
John’s, Bloxwich. When they are received into Full Connexion, ministers
(both presbyters and deacons) enter a covenant relationship with the
Conference.

Reparative Justice

As directed by the 2021 British Methodist Conference, in response to the
memorial M22 (2021) The Transatlantic Slave Trade, the Methodist Church
is undertaking a series of research initiatives and collaborating with Partner
Churches in West Africa, the Africa Methodist Council, and the Methodist
Church in the Caribbean and the Americas as the Church seeks to listen in
deep solidarity, walk alongside and honour those processes that some of
our partners have in place to consider these questions.

Assisted Dying
The Conference will receive an update on the Church’s position on Assisted
Dying, which was requested by last year’s Conference.



July 2026

Fri 3rd
Sat 4th
Sun 5th
Sat 11th
Sun 12th

Fri 17th

Sat 18th
Sun 19th
Tue 21st

Sat 25th
Sun 26th

Dates For Your Diary

3.00 p.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

3.00 p.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

6.30 p.m.

9.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

Bible Study in the lounge **

Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Young Church Celebrations

Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Rev Terry Spencer - Sacrament Service

Bible Month (Philippians)

Bible Study in the lounge **

Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Rev Dr Simon Leigh - Church Anniversary
Rev Dr Simon Leigh - Church Anniversary
Monthly Prayer Meeting (until 10am) **
Roundabout Café (until 12pm) **

Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Local Arrangements

** Details in this newsletter or on the notice board in the hall.

Next Newsletter Covers August and September 2026
A reminder that the next newsletter covers August and September
2026. Articles need to be submitted by Sunday 12th July 2025.

The deadline for items for the August / September 2026 Newsletter will
be Sunday 12th July 2026. There is no guarantee of inclusion, but they
may be given to:

Andrew Jackson - 19 Hills Orchard, Martock, Somerset. TA12 6DF.

Tel: 07818455600 or e-mailed to andrew.m.jackson@me.com



mailto:andrew.m.jackson@btinternet.com

Weekly Activities

Sunday
10.00 a.m. Morning Service and Young Church
(1st Sunday in each month is All-Age Worship)

6.30 p.m. Evening Service (not every week)

Monday
7.30 p.m. The Away Group in the lounge (Fortnightly)

Tuesday
9.00 a.m. Monthly Prayer Meeting (3rd Tuesday)
10.00 a.m. The Roundabout Café (3rd Tuesday)

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
9.30 a.m. Friday Toddlers Group *A*

3.00 p.m. Fortnightly Bible Group in the Church Lounge

Saturday
10.30 a.m. to 12.00 p.m.
Wonford Welcome Drop-In
Tea, coffee and biscuits are free.

( *A* = No meeting during school holiday)



