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A Message From The Minister
Dear Friends

Two Journeys and Two Gifts

In May I made two journeys outside the area and received two unexpected 
gifts. Two books!

My first journey was to Sticklepath Methodist Church in Barnstaple to take 
their ninetieth Church Anniversary Service. My host afterwards gave me the 
gift of a small book by Rev Leslie Newton entitled “Church Unbound – 
Towards a Flourishing Future.”
Although I’ve not yet finished reading it I’m already greatly challenged by its 
message which is a call for the Methodist people and Churches to be 
clearer about our calling to be ‘people of grace.’ Too often we are muddled 
about what it means to be church, to be God’s people sharing His grace.
I was pleased to find people at Sticklepath Methodist Church asking difficult 
questions of themselves. Being church can never simply be about “keeping 
the show on the road.”
Of course, the issues of church buildings, governance, safeguarding, etc. 
are very important, but secondary, these elements must not be mistaken for 
the essence of church itself. 

To quote Lesley Newton:
“For ultimately, we are the Body of Christ – called to abundant life, 
justice, mercy and humility. We are a people summoned to love God 
and neighbour, to bear witness to grace and to live as signs of the 
Kingdom. That is our identity, our vocation, our joy.”

My second journey took me to Cardiff where I was able to re-connect with 
our friend Wanqin from China who was in our congregation for twelve 
months until her relocation to Cardiff in December 2025. Wanqin is now at 
Grangetown Baptist Church, Cardiff where the Minister Ian Parry has led 
the church for ten years from a congregation of 15 - 20 people to one 
numbering one hundred! With Wanqin I took part in a mid-day Bible Study 
and lunch. There were about 15 - 20 people present including a couple who 
were Muslims. Afterwards, one of the group gave me a book by the late 
American author, Nabeel Qureshi, entitled “Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus – A 
Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity.”



Why I was given this book I’m not sure – perhaps this friend thought I 
needed bringing up to speed on Christian/Muslim dialogue? I can’t yet write 
anything about this book but what I can say is that Rev Ian Parry dealt most 
graciously and intelligently with the Muslim couples’ questions in his Bible 
Study Group.
It left me thinking – I have so much to learn….   Haven’t we all?

God bless you.
Rev Terry Spencer

PS Rev Leslie Newton previously wrote: “Revive Us Again”
     (The title is from Charles Wesley’s hymn STF 490 v 4 & Psalm 85:6)
 

Dates For June 2026
Coffee & Tea

7th JoJo & Melanie
14th Jenny & Alison
21st Sue M & Martin
28th Liz & Pauline

Bible Study Group
Our fortnightly Friday Bible Study Group meets in our Lounge at 3pm to 
4.30pm. We extend a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us as 
we explore the Bible together and share fellowship. In June they meet on 
the 5th and 19th. They will be using Bible Month material to look at the book 
of Philippians. Please speak to Monika Noronha or Terry Spencer if you 
want further details.
Monika

The Away Group
This group meets on a Monday evening every fortnight at 7.30 pm in the 
lounge.  Dates and venues will be given out each Sunday in the notices.

Monthly Prayer Meeting
This will take place each month between 9 and 10am on Tuesday 16th June 
2026.  This month it’s NOT before Roundabout Café.
Lisa Thomas



Roundabout Café
On Wednesday 24th June 2026 (just over a week later 
than usual) we will have a talk on Charles & John Wesley 
and their visits to Devon & Cornwall.

We meet from 10.00am until noon with coffee and cake.  
Please join us if you can.

Wonford Welcome Drop-In for Everyone - Saturdays 10.30am 
to 12.00pm.  
In May we will be having the following activities for you to join, if you would like 
to, alongside a free cuppa & biscuits:

6th June – it’s THE BIG QUIZ! This month’s theme is 'Environmental World', for 
teams of up to 5 people and a prize for the winners.

13th June -  join us as we say "eyes down for a full house” and have few rounds 
of Recycling Bingo!

20th June - we are having an 'Old School Assembly’ so bring along your school 
tie & school photos and be ready to sing along to your favourite primary school 
tunes (dressing up is optional)!

27th June - we will be having a Summer Games morning so come along and 
join in the fun!

Wonford Welcome is open to all; everyone, whatever their age, background or 
beliefs, will receive a warm welcome! If you are able to spread the word, put up a 
poster or share it on social media please do. And if you haven’t been along yet 
please do come and join us one Saturday.

Alison, Helen, Lisa, Liz, Mandy, Monika, Paul H, Paul & Rose, Sue K and 
quiz game host Dan.



Prayer Requests from Exeter Foodbank
(From the Manager Mark Richardson)

a) We are very grateful for the donations that we are receiving at the 
moment. We know that many people are struggling financially. This makes 
every donation feel even more precious. We are thankful for God's 
provision. 
b) We pray for our politicians and leaders who have to make difficult 
financial decisions which impact the lives of so many families. We pray that 
God would lead them and give them wisdom & compassion as they make 
these choices. 
c) We pray for our planning and preparations for our Sponsored Walk on 
July 4th. We pray that everything would be in place and that God would 
have his hand on the event so that everyone enjoys the day safely and that 
the community is blessed through it. 
d) Finally, we are thankful that The Beacon Centre is open again after the 
floods earlier this year. We pray a blessing on Kate and the wonderful team 
there who have worked so hard. We pray that their work would be a 
blessing to them and the wider community. 

Let There Be Love

Some years ago on holiday, as my wife and I left the Sunday Church 
service, a man passed us in his Adidas shirt, on which was emblazoned 
THERE WILL BE HATERS.
At the end of the Oscar-winning film ‘West Side Story’, a devastated Maria 
is kneeling by the dead body of her beloved Tony, murdered in the 
senseless gang warfare in New York.  Maria in her grief yells out to the Jets 
and Sharks standing near, “You killed him, not with bullets, but with HATE!”
Sadly, horrifying killings happen in our world today.  Bondi Beach in 
Australia, and Ukraine, where people hide in bunkers to try and avoid 
constant Russian bombardments, are two examples.  Just months ago, 
thirteen Christians were killed in Nigeria by Islamist extremists.  Five 
children were among the victims.  One survivor recounted, “They were 
going from house to house, shooting and setting houses on fire.  Corpses 
were littered all over the place.”  Another witness in Gaza said, “Our children 
have heard and seen things no child should ever have to experience.  
Some are too frightened to speak!”  Even as I write, the bombings and 
killings in Iran are intensifying!
The new Archbishop of Canterbury, Dame Sarah Mullally, in her New Year 



address said, “The Church should be a healing presence, steadfast in love 
as we serve Christ and one another.  Washing others’ feet has shaped my 
Christian vocation.  I see thousands of churches running food banks and 
homeless shelters.  We are witnessing HATRED that rises up through 
fractures across our communities.  HATRED and racism of any kind cannot 
be allowed to tear us apart.”
In the magnificent, uplifting film ‘Ben Hur,’ Judah passionately tells his 
mother and sister (now wonderfully cleansed of leprosy) “I felt His voice 
force the sword (HATRED) out of my hand!”  This happened when Jesus, 
from the Cross, spoke the greatest words ever spoken by anyone:  “Father, 
forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing.”
  
“God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son…”(John 3 v 16)  

LET THERE BE LOVE!

Rev Malcolm Carter

Prayer Focus for June 2026
Week Commencing Sunday June 7

I thank my God every time I remember you. 
In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  
being confident of this, that he who began a good work 

in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:3-6

Please pray for our church and for our Circuit, that God would direct and 
guide us all in the challenges the future holds. May we remain focussed on 
mission and on sharing the love of Jesus with everyone.



Week Commencing Sunday June 14

And this is my prayer: that your love may 
abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 

so that you may be able to discern what is best 
and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 

filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God. 

Philippians 1:9-11

Make this your prayer this week.

Week Commencing Sunday June 21

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 
not looking to your own interests but each of you 

to the interests of the others. 
Philippians 2:3-4

Jesus, teach us how to be humble and how to serve one another in love.

Week Commencing Sunday June 28

But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind 
and straining towards what is ahead, 

I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:13-14

Pray for all those who feel that the past holds them back. May they find 
encouragement in their faith, to look forward and follow Jesus each new 
day.

 
 
 
 



Bible Month 2026: Explore Philippians Together

The apostle Paul’s short but powerful letter overflows with joy, 
encouragement, and love – even as he writes from prison. Philippians 
shows us that joy is not the absence of difficulty, but the presence of Christ 
in every circumstance. As Paul writes, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4).

Across four weeks, you’ll discover:

Joy that endures  – Paul’s call to rejoice, even in hardship, rooted in 
confidence in God’s goodness.

Christ-like humility  – the famous “Christ hymn” in chapter 2, showing 
Jesus’ self-giving love as our model.

Pressing on in faith  – discipleship as a lifelong journey of growth and 
perseverance.

Grace and peace  – learning contentment and generosity in every 
circumstance.

Lots of useful resources - videos, reading guides, etc, can be found on The 
Methodist Church website - see link below.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/faith/the-bible/bible-month/

https://www.methodist.org.uk/faith/the-bible/bible-month/


News From The Methodist Church

A Million Acts of Hope
Methodist churches across Britain are uniting to bring to light daily, and 
often unseen, acts of kindness as part of the A Million Acts of Hope 
campaign.
From Camden in London to Seascale in Cumbria, churches are taking part 
with the likes of shared walks, warm spaces, meals and banner-making 
workshops as part of the massive UK-wide initiative from 13 to 20 May 
2026.
The Methodist Church is joining with hundreds of charities, community 
groups and faith organisations to celebrate the everyday acts of kindness, 
care and connection happening across the UK. With more than 200 
partners signed up and nearly 1,000 activities planned, organisers say it is 
set to be the largest civil society coalition mobilisation of its kind this 
century.
A Million Acts of Hope is being launched amid division in the UK as 
messages of hate from the far right are amplified in certain sections of the 
nation’s politics.
On 13  May, Camden Town Methodist Church organised a community 
banner-making event as part of the campaign, drawing more than a dozen 
people under the message of ‘hope happens here’.
People of many different faiths, and none, took part creating a beautiful 
banner of a dove with a branch of peace, soaring above a green 
background.
Deacon Sally Wheadon said the idea was a kind of ‘craftivism’, welcoming 
diversity and non-violent opposition to hate.
She said: “It’s about giving people a voice in a non-threatening and non-
violent way, which fits in with our Christian beliefs and Christian teaching of 
welcoming the marginalised and the stranger. It shows our faith in the 
teachings of Jesus through action.”
In South Warwickshire Methodist Circuit, three Warm Welcome Spaces will 
run activities and community invitations throughout the week, alongside 
their existing Warm Hubs. They are also hosting a ‘bread church’ gathering, 
inviting people to bake bread together.
Hove Methodist Church has a range of activities planned, while Seascale 
Methodist Church is hosting an ‘event of hope’ coffee morning on Saturday 
16 May from 10.00am to 12.00pm, with funds being raised to support 
Calderwood House, a local charity working with people experiencing 
homelessness.



Other churches getting in on the campaign include Preston’s Kirkham 
Methodist Church, which is hosting a ‘take and make’ activity, a coffee 
morning at North Norfolk food bank and an Ascension Day walk, picnic and 
outdoor service, including time to appreciate local flora, held by St John’s 
Methodist Church in Settle, Yorkshire.
The Revd Tim Broughton, of St John’s Methodist Church, said: “The idea for 
an outdoor Ascension Day service is one that we have talked about and 
even planned in previous years, but the weather has previously defeated 
us!
“Living in the Dales, it seems a natural thing to climb a hillside and overlook 
the surrounding fells as we share food together and think about Ascension 
Day.
“We will meet at the farm on a hillside overlooking Upper Ribblesdale for a 
picnic, whilst we also look for early purple orchids and other upland flowers. 
This will be followed by a short service for Ascension Day, celebrating 
Christ's return to glory as he is taken into the clouds.”
Graeme Russell, church and community missioner of the South 
Warwickshire Methodist Circuit, said: “I feel called to make a difference in 
people’s lives – helping them move from difficult situations towards a better 
place.
“My hope is that the spaces and activities I help to create, support and 
nurture will enable this journey by offering encouragement, connection and 
hope.
“I want people not only to experience hope for themselves, but also to share 
it with others and inspire them to move towards a better future.
“We all need hope when life is hard. It is important to recognise and thank 
those who provide signs of hope and create places of welcome, support and 
encouragement for people who are desperately in need of even the 
smallest glimpse of hope in their lives.”



Dates For Your Diary

June 2026 

Fri 5th   3.00 p.m. Bible Study in the lounge **
Sat 6th 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Sun 7th 10.00 a.m. Hannah Richards - All Age Worship
Sat 13th 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Sun 14th 10.00 a.m. Rev Terry Spencer - Sacrament Service 

Bible Month (Philippians) 
Tue 16th   9.00 a.m. Monthly Prayer Meeting (until 10am) **
Fri 19th   3.00 p.m. Bible Study in the lounge **
Sat 20th 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Sun 21st 10.00 a.m. Rev Sam Randall - Bible Month (Philippians)
Wed 24th 10.00 a.m. Roundabout Café (until 12pm) **
Sat 27th 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Sun 28th 10.00 a.m. Monika Noronha - Bible Month (Philippians)

** Details in this newsletter or on the notice board in the hall.

    

The deadline for items for the July 2026 Newsletter will be Sunday 14th 
June 2026.  There is no guarantee of inclusion, but they may be given 
to: 

Andrew Jackson - 19 Hills Orchard, Martock, Somerset. TA12 6DF.  

Tel: 07818455600 or e-mailed to andrew.m.jackson@me.com

mailto:andrew.m.jackson@btinternet.com


Weekly Activities
Sunday

10.00 a.m. Morning Service and Young Church
(1st Sunday in each month is All-Age Worship)

6.30 p.m. Evening Service (not every week)

Monday
7.30 p.m.   The Away Group in the lounge (Fortnightly)

Tuesday
9.00 a.m.  Monthly Prayer Meeting (3rd Tuesday)
10.00 a.m. The Roundabout Café (3rd Tuesday)

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
9.30 a.m.   Friday Toddlers Group  *A*

3.00 p.m.  Fortnightly Bible Group in the Church Lounge 

Saturday
10.30 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. 

Wonford Welcome Drop-In  
Tea, coffee and biscuits are free.

( *A* = No meeting during school holiday)


