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A Message From The Minister
Dear Friends,

The Historical Jesus of Nazareth

The search by Bible scholars for a ‘rounded picture’ of Jesus (or we might 
say a biography of Jesus) had been going on for some centuries. Then, the 
German polymath and missionary Albert Schweitzer published his book 
‘The Quest for the Historical Jesus’ in 1906. In his study Schweitzer rejected 
many of the previous studies of Jesus because each tended to reflect not 
the REAL Jesus of history at all. Rather, previous studies tended to picture 
a Jesus whom scholars thought fitted in best with the needs of their own 
time and culture. (They painted Jesus in their own image, we might say) In 
the end Albert Schweitzer was sceptical that an objective biography of 
Jesus could be written from a study of the Gospels and the times in which 
Jesus lived.

Albert Schweitzer concluded his ‘search’ with some enigmatic words which 
have been called the most famous words in twentieth century theology.

“He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by the 
lakeside, He came to those men who knew him not. He speaks to us 
the same word, ‘Follow thou me’ and sets us to the task which He has 
to fulfil for our time. He commands. And to those who obey Him, 
whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal Himself in the toils, the 
conflicts, the sufferings which they shall pass through in His 
fellowship, and as an ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their 
experience Who He is.”

I like the capital letters in this quotation which suggest to me something of 
the divinity of Jesus, not just his importance as a leader/teacher in human 
history.

I used to think, in my youth, that it would have been better if there had been 
ONE definitive story of Jesus not FOUR different ones - as in the gospels. 
My Sunday School teacher put me right. Surely, he said, its far better to 
have FOUR different accounts of Jesus’ ministry and His significance? Four 
different perspectives - giving us a richness we would otherwise not have? 
He was, of course, right!



Following on from our Alpha Course, by request, we will be looking at the 
different perspectives the four gospels writers give us of the life and ministry 
of Jesus. These meetings will be on the first Tuesdays of the month over the 
summer period of June, July, August and September.
Best wishes
Rev Terry Spencer
 

Dates For May 2026
Coffee & Tea

3rd Margaret & Terry
10th Rose & Paul
17th Cecelia & Quentus
24th Ann & John
31st Linda & Mervyn

Bible Study Group
Our fortnightly Friday Bible Study Group meets in our Lounge at 3pm to 
4.30pm. We extend a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us as 
we explore the Bible together and share fellowship. In May they meet on the 
8th and 22nd. They will be using Bible Month material to look at the book of 
Philippians. Please speak to Monika Noronha or Terry Spencer if you want 
further details.
Monika

The Away Group
This group meets on a Monday evening every fortnight at 7.30 pm in the 
lounge.  Dates and venues will be given out each Sunday in the notices.

Roundabout Café
Friday May 8th 2026 is the 81st 
Anniversary of VE Day.
On Tuesday May 19th we will hear about 
‘VE Day in Exeter’ by John Bell an Exeter 
Redcoat. 

We meet from 10.00am until noon with 
coffee and cake.  Please join us if you can.



Monthly Prayer Meeting
This will take place each month between 9 and 10am on the same morning 
as Roundabout Café.  This will take place on Tuesday 19th May 2026.
Lisa Thomas

Wonford Welcome Drop-In for Everyone - Saturdays 10.30am 
to 12.00pm.  
In May we will be having the following activities for you to join, if you would like 
to, alongside a free cuppa & biscuits:

2nd May – It’s THE BIG QUIZ! This month’s theme is TV programmes and Film, 
for teams of up to 5 people and a prize for the winning team.

9th May - the church is having a Day of Prayer in the Chapel so we’ll be 
encouraging people to go through for a quiet time of reflection and prayer

16th May - Wonford Welcome will be 'over the road' at The Feel Good Festival in 
Wonford Community Centre to join with the community event and also tell others 
about our Saturday morning drop-in group. You can park in the church carpark 
but the church building will not be open this morning.
 
23rd May - we will be celebrating Africa Day with food, games, photos, stories, 
music, dancing and beautiful colours will be filling the hall. Come and celebrate 
this most amazingly unique and diverse continent with us!

30th May - this will be a Games Morning

Wonford Welcome is open to all; everyone, whatever their age, background or 
beliefs, will receive a warm welcome! If you are able to spread the word, put up a 
poster or share it on social media please do. And if you haven’t been along yet 
please do come and join us one Saturday.

Alison, Helen, Lisa, Liz, Mandy, Monika, Paul H, Paul & Rose, Sue K and 
quiz game host Dan.

Maintenance Team
Please speak with Sue, Lisa or Paul H if you are interested in helping with 
small maintenance jobs around the church. The team are meeting about 
once a month currently, on a Saturday morning. Also, the church is still 
without a Property Steward and it would be amazing if someone would take 
this role on. It is a role that could be shared to help ease the burden if you 
are worried about taking on such a role.



Wonford Welcome on Tour!
On May 16th the Wonford Welcome team are going to be providing their 
usual warm welcome, good company and free teas and coffees in the 
Phoenix Suite as part of the Feel Good Festival. We hope that regulars will 
come along to enjoy the event and it is a great opportunity to promote 
Wonford Welcome to the wider community.
 
If you would like to get involved with Feel Good Festival please speak to 
Lisa or Helen. It would be great to have some extra stewards on the rota!’



Day of Prayer
On Saturday 9th May from 8am-8pm, the church will be open for our yearly 
day of prayer, offering a quiet space for reflection and prayer stations to 
help guide your prayers. I hope many of you will take the opportunity to 
come along. Please speak with Lisa if you are interested in participating or 
want to know more.

(We may be holding a remembrance service around 4 - 5 for Delvin 
Musakwe that day - to be confirmed)

Summary of Feedback from Discussion Groups at 
General Church Meeting

What is the particular mission and outreach that the congregation 
contributes within the life of your community and the Circuit?
Church is open for public to come to worship on Sunday mornings. Wonford 
Welcome (all year-round Sat morning drop in), Toddler Group for 
community, 2x Bible study groups, monthly Roundabout café and Prayer 
morning, social media presence & newsletter, audio recording of Sunday 
services available online, book club and film club – many of these things 
reach those who do not come to Sunday services but still part of our church 
life. Pastoral care for those linked to church. Lettings for Christian 
Romanian Church (Sunday pm), NHS, 2x choirs, orchestra, Greek School 
and other groups, links with community, annual shoebox campaign (send 
them to Ukraine). Known as a welcoming church, living example of multi-
national church, individuals living their faith in community, training members 
about EDI, Safeguarding, Mental Health etc. We want to help all feel they 
belong & have a place at WMC so hoping to soon start a new group ‘Vision’ 
to encourage & involve 20 – 60yr olds. Local preachers involved in Circuit & 
we contribute money to Circuit, community projects, two members who are 
Circuit Stewards and support/work with other Circuit churches.

Do your church premises enable or hinder the mission possibilities?
Enable – open doors to other groups to hire/use premises, offers free onsite 
parking, in centre of the community, church members value premises & 
work to maintain it, good working kitchen enables food & drinks to be 
prepared on site, different room size options - large hall and smaller lounge 
room, large ‘flexible’ chapel space (which helps with young church groups in 
separate spaces on Sunday mornings), people say it is a welcoming space 
& feels like family.



Hinder – we tend to expect people to come to us, should be taking church 
out in to the community more  prayer walks, joining community events, more 
church picnics & walks together (‘Bring & Share with Prayer’), link in with 
schools etc. Good wheelchair access is only in through church door not the 
hall, church is closed when not being used/let out so people cannot drop in 
and the fence with locked gates can seem uninviting, sometimes too many 
vehicles crammed in to carpark can impede emergency access & fire 
evacuation.   

What resources would be required to sustain and develop your 
mission and outreach?
People and prayer! Younger people taking on roles within the church, older 
people to encourage & enable this. Advert for Community outreach worker, 
discipleship groups to help young in faith Christians, Alpha type courses for 
those seeking more understanding about Christianity & faith, we need more 
young church leaders as it is growing across all ages, more lunches/food 
events to encourage social & supportive links with those (especially for 
those who are lonely & in colder weather), improve links with local groups, 
Community Centre and local churches and local school, revive a monthly 
Messy Church. Perhaps a ‘skills audit’ within church to find out interests/
skills areas people would like to help in. Have bookmarks/leaflets for us to 
give to those seeking help/guidance in faith and practical areas too. 
Improve social media platforms to enable more young people engagement 
& those who are housebound, up-skill people within church to have 
confidence in outreach work & witness and visit people at home who are 
lonely (with safeguarding training, dementia friendly awareness),
Looking forward to new Minister starting and working with her.

What does the congregation consider is the most important role of the 
church they are attending?
A welcoming place to come together to worship, pray, hear the Word & 
witness. To be faithful prayer warriors, and a caring community church. 
Fellowship, discipleship, evangelism. Provide good pastoral care and 
supportive social fellowship. Taking God & Jesus to people and for them to 
know they are loved. Be servants of the Lord. Promote the Methodist 
Church message ‘All are Welcome’ and make us even more inclusive. 

Sue Keatt



Prayer Focus for May 2026
Week Commencing Sunday 3rd May

‘As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Now remain in my love. 

John 15:9

Focus your prayers on families, especially those facing challenges or 
transitions. Remember parents, children, and carers, and ask for strength 
and encouragement.

Week Commencing Sunday 10th May

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 8:38-39

Pray for those who are unwell or struggling, whether physically, mentally, or 
emotionally. Lift up healthcare workers and all who provide support.

Week Commencing Sunday 17th May

‘I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.’ 

Jeremiah 31:3

Pray for unity and peace within our congregation and in the wider 
community. Ask for guidance as we seek to support one another and build 
stronger relationships.

Week Commencing Sunday 24th May

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with 

you for ever – the Spirit of truth.
John 14:16-17



Week Commencing Sunday 31st May

It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, 
O Most High, proclaiming your love in the morning 

and your faithfulness at night. 
Psalm 92:1-2

Give thanks for the blessings of the past month and pray for wisdom as we 
look ahead to June. Ask for courage to embrace new opportunities and 
challenges.

If Only You Knew

In 1938, Nicholas Winton visited Prague, to assist his friend Martin Blake 
with some welfare work.  He saw the dreadful, terrifying conditions families 
were living in, with Nazi Germany about to occupy Czechoslovakia.  He was 
so deeply moved, he organised the removal of as many children as possible 
to England.  Remarkably 669 children, mostly Jewish, were safely rescued, 
though many of their parents died later in Nazi concentration camps like 
Auschwitz.

I hope you saw that powerful film ‘One Life’ on TV recently, showing the 
work and dangers involved in Nicholas Winton getting those children safely 
to England, raising money and finding willing foster families to house them.  
I admit I cried several times at both the sadness and wonderful achievement 
of the story.

The next day was Holocaust Memorial Day, and rightly the world 
remembered the horrendous treatment meted out by the Nazis, and the 
staggering six million Jews who were gassed in concentration camps.  It is 
vital that we do not forget the evil of the Holocaust.

BUT Israel is doing precisely the same now!  They have killed 72,500 
innocent Palestinians in Gaza, including 18,000 children, plus hundreds of 
journalists and aid workers, flattening entire neighbourhoods and cities.  
Investigators discovered hunger at catastrophic levels. Many children can’t 
even cry!  Meanwhile in the West Bank, with their policy of apartheid, 
Israelis have seized 25,000 acres of Palestinian land.



Jesus also burst into tears, when He approached Jerusalem (Luke 19 v 41) 
“IF ONLY YOU KNEW today what would bring you PEACE, but no, you’re 
blind!”  The ongoing tragedy and demolition of Iran and beyond, powerfully 
confirm Jesus’ words!

Bob Dylan’s famous song asks: “How many deaths will it take, till man 
knows that too many people have died?  The answer, my friend, is blowing 
in the wind, the answer is blowing in the wind.”  And all Christians would 
echo those words, but emphasise that the wind is the Wind of God!  The 
Holy Spirit.  The answer to Jesus’ cry “IF ONLY YOU KNEW what would 
bring you peace”, is blowing in the Wind of God!

This year, Pentecost Sunday and Wesley Day fall on the same day.  What 
an experience John Wesley had on 24th May 1738!  He felt his heart 
‘strangely warmed’ by the power of God.  God energised him to preach the 
Gospel with increased fervour, and thousands turned to Christ, just as they 
did on that Day of Pentecost mentioned in Acts 2 v 41, when 3000 people 
were moved by God to open their hearts to Christ!

“Wind of God, dynamic Spirit……encourage or prohibit, urging ACTION.”

“Come Spirit, weave a web of PEACE, that prejudice and violence cease.”

Rev Malcolm Carter

A Holy Week / Easter Reflection
From the Revd Richard Andrew, President of the Methodist Conference

"He disarmed the rulers and authorities 
and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.”

Colossians 2:15

A few days ago, I received an email from a friend in which she shared with 
me a question which had originated from a Past President of the Methodist 
Conference, the Revd Dr Neil Richardson: are we going to keep faith with 
Jesus when all he appears to be offering us is a cross?
It’s a radical question because it forces us to engage at depth with 
something which to the world seems absurd yet is a central pillar of 
Christian faith.



It’s a question which has a particular resonance in a world which stumbles 
blindly from one crisis to another adding horror to horror in a terrifying 
apocalyptic litany.
What can the brokenness of a cross and the crucifixion of a man treated as 
a criminal have to say to the powers and principalities of this world? As I 
have been praying and preparing for Holy Week and Easter in recent 
weeks, this verse from Paul’s letter to the Colossians has particularly 
resonated with me.
One element of the historical background to the events of Holy Week is 
implied but not referred to directly in any of the Gospels. Some days before 
Jesus enters Jerusalem from the east down the Mount of Olives riding on a 
colt, Pilate enters the city from the west.
Festival time was always a time when the occupying Romans were on high 
alert: Pilate was in Jerusalem to keep order. The contrast between these 
two processions could not be starker. Nick Page puts it in the following way:

Two processions, then. One from the east, tumbling down the Mount 
of Olives, wild with cheering and rich with messianic symbolism. The 
other coming from the west, but just as symbolic: gleaming armour 
and burnished leather, cavalrymen on horseback and the imperial 

eagle leading the way. From the west comes the kingdom of the world; 
from the east comes the kingdom of God.

The Wrong Messiah

Page goes on to describe Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as a ". . . politically 
charged act, a two-fingered salute to the empire, the world and the Gentile 
ways of power”.
We cannot help but be acutely aware of the destructive power of militarism 
in our world today in many places of conflict. Power and its misuse, of 
course, is not just a political issue: it has social, economic, community and 
psychological forms.
Paul’s choice of image then in describing the Cross in these terms is both 
deliberate and thought provoking. Victorious Roman generals would parade 
the captives of war in chains through the city. It was a form of ridicule and 
humiliation entirely in character with an oppressive regime.
It is perverse forms of power, political and religious, which send Jesus to 
execution, to the humiliation of the Cross. Yet just at the hour at which they 
seem to have won, Paul claims, the table is turned. It is now these forces, 
indeed all the powers of evil, which are humiliated, relativised and ridiculed 



like a defeated army – his argument in context is about our participation in 
the risen life of Christ.
This is a bold claim. What sense can we make of it? It’s interesting to note 
that the idea of Christ defeating the powers and principalities on the Cross – 
the Christus Victor – was the most important way of conceiving the meaning 
of the Cross in the early Church. I make sense of this in three different 
ways.
First, I view the Cross as having revelatory power. Amongst other things this 
means that the Cross makes clear the forces that are ranged against God in 
our world and which are still active today. We cannot ignore the parallels 
between the misuses of power and the use of violence that sends Jesus to 
the Cross with the experience of the world today. We have a duty to name 
and expose these abuses wherever we see them.
Secondly, I sense that there is something here about the resisting power of 
mockery, satire and ridicule. It’s interesting isn’t it that those who misuse 
power find it difficult to accept being mocked. It undermines their power and 
also reminds them of their mortality – it is interesting to note at this juncture 
the role of the Holy Fool in the Orthodox tradition who is able to speak truth 
to power in a way in which others are not.
Thirdly though, none of this makes sense without the resurrection. Christ is 
Victor simply because he is the risen one. It is this which turns a cross of 
disgrace into a demonstration of the power and continuing agency of God.
The Cross is God’s Cross, but it is also paradoxically God’s triumph which 
demonstrates that ultimately there is a power that is greater than the powers 
of death which stalk our world. Those who misuse power in the world do not 
have the last word: their claims are hollow. It is the resurrection which 
ultimately relativises any other claim to power and authority in the world.
So yes, in response to the Revd Neil Richardson’s sharp and acutely 
observed question, we must keep faith with the Cross of Jesus because it is 
the demonstration of the power of God which relativises the powers of this 
world and stands as its judgement and salvation. Christ is indeed the Victor.

I pray that Christ, risen from the grave, might be your light, life and hope as 
you journey through Holy Week and Easter.



To further expand our digital evangelism we now podcast our services 
again.  We did this before COVID and since we have been broadcasting 
them live on YouTube.

You can find the podcasts on Apple Podcasts (should be one of your default 
apps if you have an Apple device) - just search for Wonford Methodist 
Church or scan the QR code below.

If you don’t have an Apple device then the RSS feed is below.  This can be 
put into any podcast player.

https://feeds.redcircle.com/af8fef05-b820-484f-86a9-5671349ae066

A reminder that you can search YouTube for Wonford Methodist Church for 
our channel or use 
https://www.youtube.com/@wonfordmethodistchurch5018 

https://feeds.redcircle.com/af8fef05-b820-484f-86a9-5671349ae066
https://www.youtube.com/@wonfordmethodistchurch5018


Bible Word Search
Following the last of our themed preaching services on ‘The Miracles of 
Jesus’ looking at ‘The Conversion of Saul’ below is a word search on ‘The 
Road to Damascus’.

Against, Ananias, Answered, Around, Arrest, Authority, Belonged, 
Chief, Chosen, City, Damascus, Disciples, Flashed, Found, Hands, 
Heard, Heaven, Him, Instrument, Jesus, Letters, Light, Lord, Man, 
Murderous, Must, Nothing, People, Persecute, Placing, Praying, 
Priests, Reports, Restore, See, Sight, Speechless, Straight, Street, 
Suddenly, The way, Threats, Told, Vision



Dates For Your Diary

May 2026 
Sat 2nd 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) 
Sun 3rd 10.00 a.m. Helen Fry - All Age Worship
Fri 8th   3.00 p.m. Bible Study in the lounge **
Sat 9th   8.00 a.m. Day of Prayer (until 8pm) **

10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Sun 10th 10.00 a.m. Rev Terry Spencer - Sacrament Service
Sat 16th 10.00 a.m. The Feel Good Festival at Wonford Community & 

Learning Centre and Wonford Playing Fields **
10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome @ The Feel Good Festival **

Sun 17th 10.00 a.m. Rev Leon Dundas
Tue 19th   9.00 a.m. Monthly Prayer Meeting (until 10am) **

10.00 a.m. Roundabout Café (until 12pm) **
Fri 22nd   3.00 p.m. Bible Study in the lounge **
Sat 23rd 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Sun 24th 10.00 a.m. Monika Noronha
Sat 30th 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.00 pm) **
Sun 31st 10.00 a.m.   Local Arrangements

** Details in this newsletter or on the notice board in the hall.

The deadline for items for the June 2026 Newsletter will be Sunday 17th 
May 2026.  There is no guarantee of inclusion, but they may be given to: 

Andrew Jackson - 19 Hills Orchard, Martock, Somerset. TA12 6DF.  

Tel: 07818455600 or e-mailed to andrew.m.jackson@me.com

mailto:andrew.m.jackson@btinternet.com


Weekly Activities
Sunday

10.00 a.m. Morning Service and Young Church
(1st Sunday in each month is All-Age Worship)

6.30 p.m. Evening Service (not every week)

Monday
7.30 p.m.   The Away Group in the lounge (Fortnightly)

Tuesday
9.00 a.m.  Monthly Prayer Meeting (3rd Tuesday)
10.00 a.m. The Roundabout Café (3rd Tuesday)

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
9.30 a.m.   Friday Toddlers Group  *A*

3.00 p.m.  Fortnightly Bible Group in the Church Lounge 

Saturday
10.30 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. 

Wonford Welcome Drop-In  
Tea, coffee and biscuits are free.

( *A* = No meeting during school holiday)


