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A Message From The Minister

“Remember the alien and the stranger”
Dear Friends,

Over the last few months no one in the UK can have been unaware of the
growing political and social crisis in our country over the arrival on our
shores of refugees and asylum seekers in great numbers.

Successive governments have failed to address growing public concern
about the number of arrivals, their temporary housing and the processing of
those seeking to claim asylum in the UK. The debate has become polarised
between those protesting against the presence of unknown strangers in
their midst housed in asylum hotels and others who oppose such protests
and speak up for those fleeing war and oppression.

As Christian people we are right to wonder what our stance should be
concerning this pressing social issue. What does the Bible say, if anything?

The heading for this article arises out of the OT book of Leviticus, admittedly
not the best-known book in the Bible. Lev. 19:34 reads: “The foreigner
living among you must be treated as your native born. Love them as
yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. | am the LORD your God.”
This scripture encouraged EMPATHY towards those who were of a different
race. And, even more, the Israelites were commanded by the Lord to love
the stranger amongst them as if s/he were one of their own nationals! The
Israelites were reminded that once, not many generations ago, they
themselves were strangers in Egypt. (looking upon the stranger in their
midst the Israelites were to say to themselves — ‘there but for the grace of
God go I’ - we might say.)

That’s all very well, say some, but what about the welfare of those born in
the UK? What about our economic and social capacity as a nation to cope
with increasing numbers of different and desperate people? What about the
social cohesion of the UK? Etc. etc.

We must acknowledge the legitimacy of these kinds of questions and, whilst
we may stand our ground as Christians on the side of the poor and the
marginalised, we cannot in all honesty impose our view on others who do
not share our faith.



The so-called ‘small boats crisis’ is, clearly, a complicated and many-
facetted issue which the best minds and intentions of political leaders
struggle to address; mainly because the root problems (international
instability and unrest) are beyond their control.

At the Home Office the former secretary, Yvette Cooper, has now been
replaced by Shabana Mahmood (a Muslim).

More than ever politicians need our prayers as they address the
consequences of complex and challenging international turmoil which
impacts our life and wellbeing as well as that of those fleeing conflict and
oppression.

Best wishes,
Rev Terry Spencer

PS I’'m reminded of some lines by the Christian poet John Donne
“No man is an island,
Entire of itself
Every man is a piece of the continent
A part of the main.”

Dates For November 2025

Coffee & Tea

2nd Pauline & Melanie Do gfag for

h TBA
?t6th Nessy & David P Tea 693 Coﬁfee

23rd Elaine & Graham
30th Ann & John

Bible Study Group

Our fortnightly Friday Bible Study Group meets in our Lounge at 3pm to
4.30pm. We extend a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us as
we explore the Bible together and share fellowship. In November we will be
looking at an Advent theme, and meet on the 7th and 21st. Please speak to
Monika Noronha or Terry Spencer if you want further details.

Monika



The Away Group
This group meets on a Monday evening every fortnight at 7.30 pm in the
lounge. Dates and venues will be given out each Sunday in the notices.

Roundabout Café

In November they will meet on
Tuesday 18th when there will be a L
talk by John Davidson on ‘Christmas i
in Exeter’. We meet from 10.00am &
until noon with coffee and cake.
Please join us if you can.
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Café

Monthly Prayer Meeting

This will take place each month between 9 and 10am on the same morning
as Roundabout Café. This will take place on Tuesday 18th November
2025.

Lisa Thomas

NHS Drop-In Clinic

On Tuesday 18th November the NHS are running a drop
in session to offer blood pressure checks, health checks
and covid and flu vaccines for those who are eligible.

It will run from 9.00 until 12.45 and anyone is welcome to
attend.

Wonford Welcome Drop-In for Everyone - Saturdays 10.30am
to 12.30pm.

Between 12.00 and 12.30pm we will also serve a light lunch every week
during the winter months and on the last Saturday a two course meal
(for the cost of £1).

In November we will be having the following activities for you to join, if you
would like to, alongside a free cuppa & biscuits:

1st November - the Big Quiz! This week we will be 'Going on our Travels’,
so be prepared to fasten your seatbelts for a bit of an adventure! Teams of
up to 5 people & a prize for winners.



8th November - you are welcome to help with the Shoebox processing in
the hall (the gift filled boxes are going to Ukraine) or you can play a few
table top games in the lounge.

15th November - it’s time again for a game or two of picture Bingo with
prizes!

22nd November - we’ll be introducing a few fun activities to gently
challenge your co-operation and co-ordination.

29th November - this will be a Games Morning.

We will also be practising our song for the church Carol Service in the
second half November and the first few weeks in December.

Wonford Welcome is open to all; everyone, whatever their age, background
or beliefs, will receive a warm welcome! If you are able to spread the word,
put up a poster or share it on social media please do. And if you haven’t
been along yet please do come and join us one Saturday.

Alison, Helen, Lisa, Liz, Mandy, Monika, Paul & Rose, Paul H and Sue K

AV Blythswood

Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 2025

Last November, in our Wonford Church Hall, the Exeter Blythswood group
processed and sent 1,763 shoeboxes from Exeter & East Devon to people
living in abject poverty in Ukraine. It is a blessing to think that our boxes
brought a little bit of happiness to each of the people opening them in
December and discovering the gifts inside! We continue to pray for the
people of Ukraine — for safety & shelter, reconciliation & restoration and for
peace across their land.

We are collecting boxes through Blythswood Care again this year.
Blythswood Care is an established Christian charity based in Glasgow,
Scotland. They bring hope to families in poverty in Eastern Europe, Africa
and Asia through filled shoeboxes at Christmas, relief and development aid
or social projects for young and old. Their new motto is ‘Changing lives for
good and forever’.



You need to cover a shoebox in wrapping paper with the lid wrapped
separately so it can be opened easily and they can be for adults as well as
teenagers and children. The categories are Male or Female; Preschool,
Primary, Teenager, Adult or Elderly.

Their website www.blythswood.org will provide a full checklist of items that
can be put in the shoeboxes and you can print of a label from there, but
there are also leaflets available in the church hall. The donation towards
cost of transporting each shoebox is £3. Date for final collection at Wonford
Methodist is Sunday 9th November.

Most important items - toothbrush & toothpaste, soap & flannel, hat/scarf/
gloves, underwear, sweets (dated at least March 2026), a small toy and
pencils/pens/ paper. Other suggested items for children - a ball, skipping
rope, hair accessories, puzzles, toy car, stickers. For adults — shampoo up
to 200ml, deodorant, comb, sewing equipment, candles (but no matches),
kitchen utensils, screwdriver/pliers, pack of cards, small wind up torch and
for teenage girls/woman- sanitary products.

To any of our talented knitters, each year we are most in need of scarves,
large hats and mittens or fingerless gloves please, for both children and
adults. You might like to add in a Christmas card with a message, your
name & town/country but do not put in your address. If you have any
questions or you want to donate a few items or money instead of filling a
box then please let me know - all contributions are very welcome and will
help to put a smile on the faces of people who live in such poverty. Please
do contribute if you can. This shoebox may be the only gift they have ever
been given and what a Christmas present for someone truly in need!

Sue Keatt

Themed Preaching for Autumn 2025
In September we started a new themed preaching series entitled “The Minor
Prophets and their Messages’. Further details about this series will be

announced each Sunday as part of the notices.
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Some Encouragement!

An email from the Evangelical Alliance invited us along to a meeting in
Dawlish, to hear about some research recently carried out [2022] to help the
Church understand what people in the UK think of Jesus, Christians and
evangelism. The research was commissioned by the EA, Hope Together
and a number of other Christian groups. And some of the findings reflect
what the Bible Society’s recent research about the Quiet Revival also found.
Here are some highlights that | noted down:

DID YOU KNOW?

- 2 million more people are attending church now than did 6 years ago.

- 16% of 18-24yr olds are attending church.

- 29% of students read the Bible weekly and 33% of students would read
the Bible with a Christian friend if invited.

- Youth for Christ report that there is an increased desire for spiritual
encounter and more young people are praying.

The meeting also shared a piece of research entitled Talking Toddlers.
Nessy shares some of the information coming from research undertaken by
the EA, Hope Together and the Church of England:

The figures are just amazing! God is at work!

- 80% of all parents in the UK with children under the age of 5 are in touch
with a church.

- 57% of non-practising Christian parents with children under the age of 5
who attend a church activity with their children, explore faith for
themselves.

- 53% of non-practising Christian parents with children under the age of 5
who attend a church activity with their children, recognise that church as
THEIR church!

- 47% of parents with children under the age of 5 who currently don’t attend
any activity for their children would love to be invited.

There’s a revival going on and the challenge is this: Is our church ready to
receive the next generation who are growing and learning that Jesus loves
them?

Monika, Nessy, Bill and Jenny S attended the meeting.



Hope and Pray
How can the Christian Church offer and promote hope, in a world which is
strewn with untold conflict, hatred and war? For instance:

- Non-stop bombing of Ukraine, with Russia even bombing Poland.

- Genocide in Gaza, with famine for two million terrified survivors.

- Israel extending its bombing even into Qatar.

- Attacks on shipping vessels in the Red Sea.

- Violent, civil unrest in UK, France, United States, thousands protesting,
demanding intensely on the streets.

- Cyber attacks galore, causing severe breakdowns in industry.

- The spread of misinformation, fear and insecurity via social media.

- The threat of China annexing Taiwan, Russia and Belarus forces merging.

- More governments becoming fiercely authoritarian, stifling free speech.

So how does the Christian Church plead today with a world teetering on the
edge of widespread war? First and foremost, we all need a deeper faith in
Christ, strong enough to navigate us through a frightening, unknown future.
Also, we need an unflagging HOPE that keeps our faith steadfastly on
course!

The one, mighty weapon Christians have is prayer, and each one of us
needs to pray more! Privately, and together in worship. “May we fashion
new ways to help a disordered world, hungry and in pain, where JUSTICE
reigns, wars are ended and wrongs are righted. A world where human life
and worth are valued by all nations.”

One glorious certainty we Christians possess is: “Christ is alive!” Whatever
happens, the Risen Christ will be there with us!

When Mel Gibson’s epic film, ‘The Passion Of Christ’, was seen in London,
a critic noted that the cinema was half empty, and several people ate
popcorn, and chatted during the crucifixion scenes.

The truth is that our Saviour has gloriously conquered death! He is alive for
evermore, and through our fervent prayers, He is able to accomplish far
more than we ever dreamed or imagined! HOPE through PRAYER! The
fruit of our hope is an unshakeable confidence whatever the adversity.



“O Lord, over the nations now, where is the dove of peace?
Her wings are broken.
O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase,
Their bread is stolen. Revive Your Church again!”
“Lord Jesus Christ, now and every day, teach us how to pray.......
Into our lives Your power breaks through, living Lord!”

PS. How long or brief is your prayer time?

Rev Malcolm Carter

November Prayer Focus

From 9th of this month, we resume our themed preaching series on the
Minor Prophets. This month [except for the first week] we will use a verse
from the relevant prophet’s writings to focus our prayers and thoughts.

Week Commencing Sunday November 2nd

"You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble
and surround me with songs of deliverance.”
Psalm 32:7

Give thanks for this promise in the Psalms. We can call on God for
protection and deliverance at any time. Pray for someone you know who
needs to find a safe place emotionally, physically or spiritually.

Week Commencing Sunday November 9th

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8

Lord, please help us all to learn how to live out this verse in our daily lives.
Help us to model doing the right thing, to excel at being merciful and kind
and to always give you glory for the good in our lives.



Week Commencing Sunday November 16th

| will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; | will look to see
what he will say to me, and what answer | am to give to this complaint.
Habakkuk 2:1

How can we look out for God and listen for him in our communities, our
churches and our personal lives, to understand how He is at work in this
day and age? Lord, teach us the art of listening in our prayer times. We give
thanks that if we look closely, we will see the Holy Spirit at work!

Week Commencing Sunday November 23rd

Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest,
and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the Lord their God and the
message of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent him.
And the people feared the Lord.

Haggai 1:12

Lord, help us to be obedient to your ways; give wisdom to those who govern
us and to our spiritual leaders. Thank you that, as you were with the
remnant of Israel in this book of Haggai, you still promise to be with us and
to give us the strength to do things your way.

Week Commencing Sunday November 30th

Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news,
who proclaims peace!
Nahum 1:15

As we come to towards the end of our themed preaching series on the
minor prophets Lord, help us to heed your warnings, obey your will and live
off the promises of your goodness, love and mercy. Thank you for Jesus,
who is our peace and who brings good news!

HOSEA - JOEL - AMOS - OBADIAH
JONAH - MICAH - NAHUM - HABAKKUK
ZEPHANIAH - HAGGAI - ZECHARIAH - MALACHI



November 2025
Sat 1st 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.30 pm) **
Sun 2nd 10.00 a.m. Mary Hext - All Age Worship
Fri 7th 3.00 p.m. Bible Study in the lounge **
Sat 8th 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.30 pm)
Sun 9th 10.00 a.m. Rev Terry Spencer - Themed Preaching and
Sacrament **

Sat 15th 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.30 pm) **
Sun 16th 10.00 a.m. Monika Noronha - Themed Preaching **
Tue 18th 9.00 a.m. Monthly Prayer Meeting (until 10am) **

10.00 a.m. Roundabout Café (until 12pm) **
Fri 21st 3.00 p.m. Bible Study in the lounge **
Sat 22nd 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.30 pm) **
Sun 23rd 10.00 a.m. Rev Paul Smith - Themed Preaching **
Sat 29th 10.30 a.m. Wonford Welcome Drop-In (until 12.30 pm) **
Sun 30th 10.00 a.m. Dr Jon Curtis - Themed Preaching **

Dates For Your Diary

Advent Sunday

December 2025 / January 2026 Newsletter

The next edition of Contact Newsletter covers two months. Articles for the
Christmas / New Year period please get to me by Sunday 16th November
2025.

The deadline for items for the December 2025/January 2026 Newsletter
will be Sunday 16th November 2025. There is no guarantee of inclusion,
but they may be given to:

Andrew Jackson - 19 Hills Orchard, Martock, Somerset. TA12 6DF.

Tel: 07818455600 or e-mailed to andrew.m.jackson@me.com
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Weekly Activities

Sunday
10.00 a.m. Morning Service and Young Church
(1st Sunday in each month is All-Age Worship)

6.30 p.m.  Evening Service (not every week)

Monday
7.30 p.m. The Away Group in the lounge (Fortnightly)

Tuesday
9.00 a.m. Monthly Prayer Meeting (3rd Tuesday)
10.00 a.m. The Roundabout Café (3rd Tuesday)

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
9.30 a.m. Friday Toddlers Group *A*

3.00 p.m. Fortnightly Bible Group in the Church Lounge

Saturday
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
Wonford Welcome Drop-In
Tea, coffee and biscuits are free.
Light lunch from 12.00 to 12.30 p.m.

( *A* = No meeting during school holiday)



